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Mari language 


The Mari language (Mari: Mapuh HbuiMe, marii jolme; Russian: 
MapuHCKHH H3biK, marijskij jazyk), spoken by approximately 
400,000 people, belongs to the Uralic language family. It is 
spoken primarily in the Mari Republic (Mari: Mapnii 3ji, Marii 
El, i.e., 'Mari land') of the Russian Federation as well as in the 
area along the Vyatka river basin and eastwards to the Urals. 
Mari speakers, known as the Mari, are found also in the 
Tatarstan, Bashkortostan, Udmurtia, and Perm regions. 

Mari is the titular and official language of its republic, alongside 
Russian. 

The Mari language today has two standard forms: Hill Mari and 
Meadow Mari. The latter is predominant and spans the 
continuum Meadow Mari to Eastern Mari from the Republic into 
the Ural dialects of Bashkortostan, Sverdlovsk Oblast and 
Udmurtia), whereas the former, Hill Mari, shares a stronger 
affiliation with the Northwestern dialect (spoken in the Nizhny 
Novgorod Oblast and parts of the Kirov Oblast). Both language 
forms use modified versions of Cyrillic script. For the non¬ 
native, Hill Mari, or Western Mari, can be recognized by its use 
of the special letters "a" and "bi" in addition to the mutual letters 
"y" and "6", while Eastern and Meadow Mari utilize a special 
letter "IT". 

The use of two "variants", as opposed to two "languages", has 
been debated: Maris recognize the unity of the ethnic group, and 
the two forms are very close, but distinct enough to cause some 
problems with communication. 
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Ethnonym and glottonym 


The Mari language and people were known as "Cheremis" (Russian: uepeMHCbi, uepeMHccKHH H3biK, 
cheremisy, cheremisskiy yazyk). In medieval texts the variant forms Sarmys and Tsarmys are also found, as 
well as Tatar: Cyrillic RupMern, Latin Qirme§\ and Chuvash: ^apiviac, Sarmas before the Russian Revolution. 
The term Mari comes from the Maris' autonym Mapnii ( mari ). 

Sociolinguistic situation 


Most Maris live in rural areas with slightly more than a quarter living in cities. In the republican capital, 
Yoshkar-Ola, the percentage of Maris is just over 23 percent. At the end of the 1980s (per the 1989 census) 
Maris numbered 670,868, of whom 80% (542,160) claimed Mari as their first language and 18.8% did not 
speak Mari. In the Mari Republic, 11.6% claimed Mari was not their first language. In a survey by the Mari 
Research Institute more than three quarters of Maris surveyed considered Mari language to be the most 
crucial marker of ethnic identity, followed by traditional culture (61%) and common historical past (22%), 
religion (16%), character and mentality (15%) and appearance (11%) (see Glukhov and Glukhov for details). 
A gradual downward trend towards assimilation to Russian has been noted for the Communist period: the 
1926 census indicated more than 99% of Maris considered Mari their first language, declining to less than 
81% in 1989. Some qualitative evidence of a reversal in recent years has been noted. 

There was no state support for Mari language in Imperial Russia, and with the exception of some enthusiasts 
and numerous ecclesiastical texts by the Russian Orthodox Church, there was almost no education in Mari 
language. After the October Revolution, there was a period of support of all lesser national cultures in the 
Soviet Union, but eventually Russification returned. While the development of Mari literary language 
continued, still, only elementary-school education was available in Mari in the Soviet period, with this 
policy ending in village schools in the 1970-1980s. The period of glasnost and perestroika in the 1990s 
opened opportunities for a revival of efforts expand the use of Mari in education and the public sphere. In 


















the 1990s, the Mari language, alongside Russian, was proclaimed in the republican constitution to be an 
official language of Mari El. By the beginning of the 21st century, Mari language and literature was taught 
in 226 schools. At the History and Philology Department of the Mari State University and the Krupskaya 
Teachers' Training Institute (Yoshkar-Ola), more than half of the subjects are taught in Mari. 


Dialects 


The principal division between Mari 
varieties is the West and the East. 

According to the Soviet linguist 
Kovedyaeva (1976:9-15, 1993:163-164) 
the Mari macrolanguage is divided into 
four main dialects: 

■ Hill Mari, spoken mainly on the 
right upper bank of the Volga 
River around Kozmodemyansk 
(hence the name), but also on 
the left bank and in the mouth of 
Vetluga. 

■ Northwestern Mari 

■ Meadow Mari, spoken on the left 
Volgan bank on the central and 
eastern plain ("meadow") of Mari 
El around the republican capital, 

Yoshkar-Ola. 

■ Eastern Mari is scattered to the 
east of Mari El from Vyatka 
through Kama to Ufa. 

Each main dialect is divided into their own smaller local subdialects. Only Hill and Meadow Mari have their 
own literary written standard varieties, based on the dialects of Kozmodemyansk and Yoshkar-Ola 
respectively. 

Eastern and Meadow Mari are often united as a Meadow-Eastern supra-dialect. Northwestern Mari is 
transitional between the Hill and Meadow dialects, and its phonology and morphology are closer to Hill 
Mari. 


Hi 


The four main dialects of Mari. 
| | Hill Mari 

| | Northwestern Mari 

| | Meadow Mari 

| | Eastern Mari 


Orthography 


Mari is mostly written with the Cyrillic script. 


Phonology 


Vowels 














Front 

Central 

Back 

unrounded 

rounded 

unrounded 

rounded 

Close 

l\l 

n/i 

lyl 

y/u 



Id 

y/u 

Mid 

Id 

e/e 

lei 

6/6 

Id, Id 1 

bi/d, bi 1 

y 


Id 

o/o 

Open 

Iasi 1 

a/a 



Id 

a/a 



1. Only in Hill Mari 



Mari language 


The schwa /0/ and its fronted counterpart are usually transcribed in Finno-Ugric transcription as § (reduced 
mid unrounded vowel) and d (reduced front unrounded vowel) respectively. The former has sometimes been 
transcribed in IPA as /Y/, but phonetically the vowel is most strongly distinguished by its short duration and 
reduced quality. Descriptions vary on the degree of backness and labialization/ 3 ] 

The mid vowels Id, lei, lol have more reduced allophones [e], [0], [6] at the end of a word. 


Word prosody 

Stress is not phonemic in Mari, but a dynamic stress system is exhibited phonetically, the stressed syllable 
being higher in pitch and amplitude and greater in length than an unstressed syllable. Generally, there is one 
prominent syllable per word and prominence may be found in any syllable of the word. Post- and prefixes 
behave as clitics, i.e., they do not have their own stress. For example, nOpT (port, "house") rbiu (gac, "out 
of") ([' port yYtJf]); or Mypo (mum, "song") ,qeHe (dene, "with") ([' muro 3ene]). 


Consonants 


Consonants are shown in Cyrillic, Latin, and the IPA: 
















Labial 

Dental Alveolar Post- 

tSia plain palatalized alveolar 

Palatal Velar 

1 

Nasal 

Iml 

M/m 


Ini 

H/n 



/P/ 

H(b)/n(’) 2 

/p/ 

Plosive 

voiceless 

voiced 

/p/ 

n/p 


/t/ 

T/t 

mi 1 

T(b)/t' 2 



Ikl 

K/k 

Ibl 

6/b 


/d/ 

A/d 




Igl 

r/g 

Affrica 

Fricative 

Rhoti< 

Approximant 

te 



/ts I 1 

ujc 


/tj/ 

h/c 



voiceless 

/f/ 1 

cp/f 


Isl 

c/s 


/;/ 

LU/S 


/X/ 1 

x/h 

voiced 



Izl 

3/Z 


^ >N 






/r/ (or Irl) 

p/r 





central 






/j/ 

M/j 


lateral 



/I/ 

nl\ 



/A/ 

7l(b)/l(l’) 2 



1. Only in Russian loanwords, in Hill Mari also onomatopoeia and Chuvashian loanwords. 

2. Palatalisation is marked in different ways. A (y) following a palatalised consonant is written as 
< kd ), and (a) following a palatalised consonant is written as (n). If the vowel following a 
palatalised consonant is an e or an n, palatalisation is not marked at all. In other cases, the 
soft sign b is used to mark palatalisation. 

3. The modified Cyrillic letter for the velar nasal (g) combines the Cyrillic letter (H h ) with and (r 
r), where the rightmost post of H is conflated with the vertical post of (T): (K, k). Although 
Hill Mari has this sound too, this character is only used in Meadow Mari. 

Phonological processes 

Like several other Uralic languages, Mari has vowel harmony. In addition to front/back harmony, Mari also 
features round/unround harmony. If the stressed vowel in the word is rounded, then the suffix will contain a 
rounded vowel: for example, xyiy ([ky'ty] 'herd') becomes Kyiyurro ( ky' ty fto , 'in the herd'); if the 
stressed vowel is unrounded, then the suffix will contain an unrounded vowel: KV\f\ ([kid], 'hand') becomes 
KM/jbiniTe ([' kidajte], 'in the hand'). If the stressed vowel is back, then the suffix will end in a back vowel: 
aryp ([a ' gur], 'whirlpool') becomes arypbiniTo ([a' gurajto], 'in the whirlpool') 


Declension 


Like other Uralic languages, Mari is an agglutinating language . It lacks grammatical gender, and does not 
use articles. 


Case 




Meadow Mari has 9 productive cases, of which 3 are locative cases. The usage of the latter ones is restricted 
to inanimate objects. 

Many cases, aside from their basic function, are used in other situations, such as in expressions of time. 

■ Nominative, used for subjects, predicatives and for other grammatical functions. 

■ Genitive, is used for possessive constructions. 

■ Dative, the indirect object's case. 

■ Accusative, the direct object's case. 

■ Comitative, used when a subject or an object can be split up into parts, or in adverbials 
expressing the involvement of an object in an action. 

■ Comparative, used to express the likeness to something. 

■ Inessive, used to state where something is. 

■ Illative, used to state where something is going. 

■ Lative, used to express into what something is going. 


Case Name 

Suffix 

Question Words 

Example 

(animate) 

Example 

(inanimate) 

Nominative 

- 

ko, mo (who, what) 

Mona (a child; 
subject) 

run (a village; subject) 

Genitive 

- (bl) H 

koh, moh (whose, what's) 

uonaH (of a 
child) 

nnbiH (of a village) 

Dative 

-naH 

KonaH, MonaH (to whom, to 
what/why) 

uonanaH (to a 
child) 

fl/inaH (to a village) 

Accusative 

-(bl)M 

kom, mom (whom, what) 

uonaM (a child; 
object) 

RnbiM (a village; 
object) 

Comitative 

-re 

Kore, More (with whom, with 
what) 

uonare (with a 
child) 

Rare (with a village) 

Comparative 

-na 

Kona, Mona (like who, like 
what) 

uonana (like a 
child) 

Rnna (like a village) 

Inessive 

(bl)LUTe/(bl)LUTO/(bl)LUT6 

KyiuTO (where) 

- 

RnbiwTe (in a village) 

Illative 

(bl) LLI Ke/(bl) LU KO/(bl) LU KO, 
-(bl)LU 1 

KyLUKo/Kyin (where to) 

- 

RnbiwKe/RnbiiiJ (to a 
village) 

Lative 

-Uj/eill/3LU 

KyiuaH (where to) 

- 

Rneuj (into a village) 


1. The illative has a short form, equivalent to the long form in meaning. 

If a locative statement was to be made about an animate object, postpositions would be used. 

Additionally, terms denoting family members have vocative forms. These are, however, not created with a 
specific paradigm, and only exist in a few pre-defined cases. 

Hill Mari has these cases, plus the abessive case (of the form -,qe), which is used to form adverbials stating 
without the involvement or influence of which an action happens. 


Number 





Mari, though an agglutinative language, does not have a separate morpheme to signify plurality. There are 
three particles, which are attached to the end of words with a hyphen, used to signify plural. 

■ -B/iaK (- vlak ) - Standard plural form. 

■ -tuaMbN (- samoc) - Alternative standard plural, used in many dialects. There is no difference 
in meaning between these two. 

■ -MbiT (mot) - Sociative plural. Used to signify a group of people: the members of a family, a 
person and his family and friends. 


Possessive suffixes 

Every grammatical person in Mari has its own possessive suffix. 


Person 

Suffix 

Example 

- 

- 

Luypro (face) 

First-person singular 

-ewi/aivi 

LuypreM (my face) 

Second-person singular 

-ei/3T 

LuypreT (your face) 

Third-person singular 

-we/wo/wo/w e/LU o/lu 6 

LuyprbDKO (his/her/its face) 

First-person plural 

-Ha 

Luyprbma (our face) 

Second-person plural 

-fla 

Luyprbifla (your face) 

Third-person singular 

-LUT/blLUT 

LuyprbiLUT (their face) 


Additional suffixes 

Additional particles, falling into none of the categories above, can be added to the very end of a word, 
giving it some additional meaning. For example, the suffix -aT (-at), means 'also' or 'too'. 

Arrangement of suffixes 


The arrangement of suffixes varies from case to case. Although the case suffixes are after the possessive 
suffixes in the genitive and the accusative, the opposite is the case for the locative cases. In the dative, both 
arrangements are possible. 




Case 

Singular 

Example 

Plural 

Nominative 

P 

nopieM - 'my house (subject)’ 

nopieM-B/iaK - 'my houses (subject)' 

Genitive 


nopieMbiH - 'of my house' 

nopieivi-B/iaKbiH - 'of my houses' 

Accusative 

P - C 

nopieMbiM - 'my house (object)' 

nopTeM-B/iaKbiM - 'my houses 
(object)’ 

Comitative 


nopieivire - 'with my house' 

nopieivi-B/iaKre - 'with my houses' 

Dative 

P -» c, c - 

p 

nopTeiwiaH, nopnnaHeivi - 'to my 
houses' 

nopieM-B/iaK/iaH - 'to my houses' 

Comparative 

P -» c, c -> 

p 

nopieivma, nopmaM - 'like my house' 

nopieM-B/iaK/ia- 'like my houses' 

Inessive 


nopibiLUTeM - 'in my house' 

nopT-B/iaKbiwTeM - 'in my houses' 

Illative 

C - P 

nopTbiLUKeivi - 'into my house' 

nopT-B/iaKbiLUKeM - 'into my houses' 

Lative 


nopTeineM - 'into my house' 

nopT-B/iaKemeM - 'into my houses' 


There are many other arrangements in the plural—the position of the plural particle is flexible. The 
arrangement here is one commonly used possibility. 

Comparison 

Comparison happens with adjectives and adverbs. The comparative is formed with the suffix -pax (-rak). 
The superlative is formed by adding the word 3 h (en) in front. 



Comparative 

Superlative 

Kyry - 'big' 

KyrypaK - 'bigger' 

3H Kyry - 'biggest' 


Conjugation 


Morphologically, conjugation follows three tenses and three moods in Meadow Mari. 


Conjugation types 

In Meadow Mari, words can conjugate according to two conjugation types. These differ from each other in 
all forms but the infinitive and the third-person plural of the imperative. Unfortunately, the infinitive is the 
form denoted in dictionaries and word lists. It is, thus, necessary to either mark verb infinitives by their 
conjugation type in word lists, or to include a form in which the conjugation type is visible—usually, the 
first-person singular present, which ends in -aM (or -am) for verbs in the first declination, and in -eM (or -3m) 
for second-declination verbs. 


Tense 

The three tenses of Mari verbs are: 


■ Present 






The present tense is used for present and future actions, for states of being and for habitual actions, among 
others. 

■ First preterite 

The first preterite is used to express observed, recent actions. 

■ Second preterite 

The second preterite is used for actions that are in the more-distant past. 

Additional tenses can be formed through periphrasis. 

■ First periphrastic imperfect 

■ Second periphrastic imperfect 

■ First periphrastic perfect 

■ Second periphrastic perfect 

Mood 

The moods are: 

■ Indicative 

The indicative is used to express facts and positive beliefs. All intentions that a particular language does not 
categorize as another mood are classified as indicative. It can be formed in all persons, in all times. 

■ Imperative 

The imperative expresses direct commands, requests, and prohibitions. It only exists in the present tense, 
and exists in all persons but the first person singular. 

■ Desiderative 

The desiderative is used to express desires. It can be formed for all persons, in the present tense and in the 
two periphrastic imperfect. 


Negation 

Negation in Mari uses a 'negative verb', much like Finnish does. The negative verb is more versatile than the 
negative verb in Finnish (see Finnish grammar), existing in more grammatical tenses and moods. It has its 
own form in the present indicative, imperative and desiderative, and in the first preterite indicative. Other 
negations are periphrastic. 

The negation verb in its corresponding form is put in front of the negated verb in its second-person singular 
(the stem-only form), much as it is in Finnish and Estonian. 



Person 

Indicative present 

Imperative 

present 

Desiderative 

present 

Indicative first 
preterite 

First-person singular 

om (om) 

- 

biHeM (finem) 

LUbiM (sfim) 

Second-person 

singular 

OT (ot) 

m (it) 

biHei (finet) 

LLIblH (SOC) 

Third-person 

singular 

orenj (oges) / ok (ok) 

biHwe (finze) 

biHe>K(e) (finez(e)) 

blLU (OS) 

First-person plural 

orbiHa (ogfina) / OHa 
(on a) 

- 

biHeHa (finena) 

biLUHa (fisna) 

Second-person 

plural 

orbiga (ogfida) / oga 
(oda) 

uga (ida) 

biHega (fineda) 

biLuga (fisda) 

Third-person plural 

orbiT (ogfit) 

bIHbILUT (6nOSt) 

biHeaiT (finest) 

bILUT (OSt) 


The verb yjiam (ulas) - to be - has its own negated forms. 


Person 


First-person singular - '1 am not' 

OMbm (omfil) 

Second-person singular - 'You are not' 

OTbm (otfil) 

Third-person singular - 'He/she/it is not' 

orbm (ogfil) 

First-person plural - 'We are not' 

orbiHan (ogfinal) / OHan (onal) 

Second-person plural - 'You are not' 

orbiga/i (ogfidal) / ogari (odal) 

Third-person plural - 'They are not' 

orbiTbin (ogfitfil) 


Example 

In order to illustrate the conjugation in the respective moods and times, one verb of the first declination 
(jieKTam - to go) and one verb of the second declination (MOHflain - to forget) will be used. 


Conjugation of the present indicative positive 


Person 

1st dec. pos. 

2nd dec. pos. 

1st singular 

neKTaM (1 go) 

MOHgeivi (1 forget) 

2nd singular 

neKTaT (You go) 

MOHgeT (You forget) 

3rd singular 

neKTein (He/she/it goes) 

MOHga (He/she/it forgets) 

1st plural 

neKTbiHa (We go) 

MOHgeHa (We forget) 

2nd plural 

neKTbiga (You go) 

MOHgega (You forget) 

3rd plural 

neKTbiT (They go) 

MOHgaT (They forget) 






Conjugation of the present indicative negative 


Person 

1st dec. neg. 

2nd dec. neg. 

1st singular 

om /ieK 2 (1 don't go) 

o m MOHflo 1 (1 don't forget) 

2nd singular 

ot /ieK 2 (You don't go) 

ot MOHflo 1 (You don't forget) 

3rd singular 

orem /ieK 2 (He/she/it doesn't go) 

orem MOHflo 1 (He/she/it doesn't forget) 

1st plural 

orbiHa /ieK 2 (We don't go) 

orbiHa MOHflo 1 (We don't forget) 

2nd plural 

orbifla/ieK 2 (You don't go) 

orbifla MOHflo 1 (You don't forget) 

3rd plural 

orbiT /ieK 2 (They don't go) 

orbiT MOHflo 1 (They don't forget) 


1. Bold letters are subject to vowel harmony—they can be e/o/o, depending on the preceding full 
vowel. 

2. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative - see imperative second-person singular. 


Conjugation of the 1st preterite indicative positive 


Person 

1st dec. pos. 

2nd dec. pos. 

1st singular 

/leKTbiM 3 (1 went) 

MOHflbiLUbiM (1 forgot) 

2nd singular 

zieKTbN 3 (You went) 

MOHflbiLUbN (You forgot) 

3rd singular 

.neKTe 1, 3 (He/she/it went) 

MOHflbiLU (He/she/it forgot) 

1st plural 

TieKHa 2 (We went) 

MOHflbiiiJHa (We forget) 

2nd plural 

TieKfla 2 (You went) 

MOHflbiiufla (You forgot) 

3rd plural 

/leKTbN 3 (They went) 

MOHflbiLUT (They forgot) 


1. Bold letters are subject to vowel harmony—they can be e/o/o, depending on the preceding full 
vowel. 

2. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative - see imperative second-person singular. 

3. If the consonant prior to the ending can be palatalized—if it is n (I) or h (n)—it is palatalized in 
this position. Palatalization is not marked if the vowel following a consonant is an e. 

KO/iam - KO/ibbiM, KO/ibbN, Ko/ibo, KO/ma, KO/i,qa, KO/ibbm (to hear) 


Conjugation of the 1st preterite indicative negative 


Person 

1st dec. neg. 

2nd dec. neg. 

1st singular 

LUbiM /ieK 2 (1 didn't go) 

LUbiM MOHflo 1 (1 didn't forget) 

2nd singular 

LUbN /ieK 2 (You didn't go) 

LUbN MOHflo 1 (You didn't forget) 

3rd singular 

biiu /ieK 2 (He/she/it didn't go) 

biLU MOHflo 1 (He/she/it didn't forget) 

1st plural 

biiiiHa /ieK 2 (We didn't go) 

biiiJHa MOHflo 1 (We don't forget) 

2nd plural 

biLUfla /ieK 2 (You didn't go) 

biaifla MOHflo 1 (You didn't forget) 

3rd plural 

biLUT /ieK 2 (They didn't go) 

biLUT MOHflo 1 (They didn't forget) 


1. Bold letters are subject to vowel harmony—they can be e/o/o, depending on the preceding full 
vowel. 






2. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative - see imperative second-person singular. 


Conjugation of the 2nd preterite indicative positive 


Person 

1st dec. pos. 

2nd dec. pos. 

1st singular 

/leKTbiHaM (1 went) 

MOHfleHaM (1 forgot) 

2nd singular 

/leKTbiHaT (You went) 

MOHfleHaT (You forgot) 

3rd singular 

zieKTbiH (He/she/it went) 

MOHfleH (He/she/it forgot) 

1st plural 

.neKTbiHHa (We went) 

MOHfleHHa (We forget) 

2nd plural 

zieKTbiHfla (You went) 

MOHfleHfla (You forgot) 

3rd plural 

.neKTbiHbiT (They went) 

MOHfleHbiT (They forgot) 


Conjugation of the 2nd preterite indicative negative 


Person 

1st dec. neg. 

2nd dec. neg. 

1st singular 

zieKTbiH OMbm (1 didn't go) 

MOHfleH OMbm (1 didn't forget) 

2nd singular 

zieKTbiH OTbm (You didn't go) 

MOHfleH OTbm (You didn't forget) 

3rd singular 

zieKTbiH orbi/i(He/she/it didn't go) 

MOHfleH orbm(He/she/it didn't forget) 

1st plural 

neKTbiH orbiHan (We didn't go) 

MOHfleH orbiHan (We don't forget) 

2nd plural 

/leKTbiH orbifla/i (You didn't go) 

MOHfleH orbifla/i (You didn't forget) 

3rd plural 

zieKTbiH orbiTbm (They didn't go) 

MOHfleH orbiTbm (They didn't forget) 


Conjugation of the imperative positive 


Person 

1st dec. pos. 

2nd dec. pos. 

1st singular 

- 

- 

2nd singular 

/ieK 3 (Go!) 

MOHflo 1 (Forget!) 

3rd singular 

TieKLue 2 (He/She/It should go) 

MOHflbDKO 1 (He/She/It should forget) 

1st plural 

zieKTbiHa (Let's go) 

MOHfleHa (Let's forget) 

2nd plural 

neKca 2 (Go!) 

MOHflbi3a (Forget!) 

3rd plural 

TieKbiTLiiT (They should go) 

MOHflbiLUT (They should forget) 


1. Bold letters are subject to vowel harmony—they can be e/o/o, depending on the preceding full 
vowel. 

2. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative. 

3. In the first conjugation, the imperative second-person singular is formed by removing the -am 
ending from the infinitive. Four consonant combinations are not allowed at the end of an 
imperative, and are thus simplified—one consonant is lost. 

Km -*• K, H4 -* 4, 4/< - 4, mn -*• m 






Conjugation of the imperative negative 


Person 

1st dec. neg. 

2nd dec. neg. 

1st singular 

- 

- 

2nd singular 

m JieK 2 (Don't go!) 

i/it MOHflo 1 (Don't forget!) 

3rd singular 

biHwe /ieK 2 (He/She/It shouldn't go) 

biH>Ke MOHflo 1 (He/She/It shouldn't forget) 

1st plural 

orbiHa /ieK 2 (Let's not go) 

orbiHa MOHflo 1 (Let's not forget) 

2nd plural 

Mfla/ieK 2 (Don't go!) 

ufla MOHflo 1 (Don't forget!) 

3rd plural 

biHbiLUT /ieK 2 (They shouldn't go) 

biHbiLUT MOHflo 1 (They shouldn't forget) 


1. Bold letters are subject to vowel harmony—they can be e/o/o, depending on the preceding full 
vowel. 

2. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative - see imperative second-person singular. 


Conjugation of the present desiderative positive 


Person 

1st dec. pos. 

2nd dec. pos. 

1st singular 

/leKHeivi 2 (1 want to go) 

MOHflbiHeM (1 want to forget) 

2nd singular 

TieKHeT 2 (You want to go) 

MOHflbiHeT (You want to forget) 

3rd singular 

/leKHewe 2 (He/she/it wants to go) 

MOHflbiHewe (He/she/it wants to forget) 

1st plural 

TieKHeHa 2 (We want to go) 

MOHflbiHeHa (We want to forget) 

2nd plural 

zieKHefla 2 (You want to go) 

MOHflbiHefla (You want to forget) 

3rd plural 

TieKHeLUT 2 (They want to go) 

MOHflbiHeiiiT (They want to forget) 


1. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative - see imperative second-person singular. 


Conjugation of the present desiderative negative 


Person 

1st dec. neg. 

2nd dec. neg. 

1st singular 

biHeM /ieK 2 (1 don't want to go) 

biHeM MOHflo 1 (1 don’t want to forget) 

2nd singular 

biHeT /ieK 2 (You don't want to go) 

biHeT MOHflo 1 (You don’t want to forget) 

3rd singular 

biHe>Ke /ieK 2 (He/she/it doesn't want to go) 

bme>Ke MOHflo 1 (He/she/it doesn't want to forget) 

1st plural 

biHeHa /ieK 2 (We don't want to go) 

biHeHa MOHflo 1 (We don't want to forget) 

2nd plural 

bmefla /ieK 2 (You don’t want to go) 

biHefla MOHflo 1 (You don't want to forget) 

3rd plural 

biHeiuT /ieK 2 (They don’t want to go) 

biHeiuT MOHflo 1 (They don't want to forget) 


1. Bold letters are subject to vowel harmony—they can be e/o/o, depending on the preceding full 
vowel. 

2. First-conjugation verb forms using the imperative second-person singular as their stem are 
subject to the same stem changes as the imperative - see imperative second-person singular. 





Conjugation of y/iaiii - to be - in the indicative mood 


Person 

Present 

Present 

1st preterite 

1st preterite 

2nd preterite 

2nd preterite 

(positive) 

(negative) 

(positive) 

(negative) 

(positive) 

(negative) 

1st 

ynaivi (1 am) 

OMbm (1 am 

bl/lbblM (1 

LUbiM nm (1 

ynbiHaM (1 

nntibiH OMbin (1 

sing. 

not) 

was) 

was not) 

was) 

was not) 

2nd 

y/iaT (You 

OTbl/l (You 

bl/lbblH (YOU 

LUbN nm (You 

ynbiHaT (You 

nntibiH OTbin (You 

sing. 

are) 

are not) 

were) 

were not) 

were) 

were not) 

3rd 

sing. 

yno (yneuj) 
(He/she/it is) 

orbm 

(He/she/it is 
not) 

bine 

(He/she/it 

was) 

biLU nm 
(He/she/it was 
not) 

ynMaLii(biH) 
(He/she/it was) 

nntibiH orbin 
(He/she/it was 
not) 

1st pi. 

ynbiHa (We 

orbiHan (We 

binbHa (We 

biLUHa nm (We 

ynbiHHa (We 

nntibiH orbiHan 

are) 

are not) 

were) 

were not) 

were) 

(We were not) 

2nd pi. 

y/ibiga (You 

orbigan 
(You are 
not) 

binbga (You 

biwgannn (You 

ynbiHga (You 

nnnbiH orbigan 

are) 

were) 

were not) 

were) 

(You were not) 

3rd pi. 

ynbiT (They 

orbiTbm 
(They are 
not) 

binbbN (They 

biLUT nm (They 

ynbiHbiT (They 

nniibiH orbiTbin 

are) 

were) 

were not) 

were) 

(They were not) 


Infinitive forms 

Verbs have two infinitive forms: the standard infinitive and the necessive infinitive, used when a person 
must do something. The person needing to do something is put in the dative in such a situation. 


Participles 

There are four participles in Meadow Mari: 

■ Active participle 

■ Passive participle 

■ Negative participle 

■ Future participle 


Gerunds 

There are five gerunds in Meadow Mari: 

■ Affirmative instructive gerund 

■ Negative instructive gerund 

■ Gerund for prior actions I 

■ Gerund for prior actions II 

■ Gerund for simultaneous actions 

Syntax 


Word order in Mari is subject-object-verb. 





Some common words and phrases 


Note that the accent mark, which denotes the place of stress, is not used in actual Mari orthography. 

■ nopo Kene/Poro kece - Good day 

■ Kyry Tay/Kugu tau - Thank you (very much) 

■ hk, kok, KyM, Hbm, Bi/m/ik, kok, kum, nol, vie - one, two, three, four, five 

■ Kyq, LiibiM, KaHflaLij, nHflew, ny/kud, som, kandas, indes, lu - six, seven, eight, nine, ten 

■ MyT/mut-word 
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